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PAVILION AT WINNIPEU'S 


soil muddy and slippery, and when the 
winter’s frost is coming out the road 
is simply impassable. The general ab- 
sence of sharp slopes makes the land 
hard to drain, and the street makers 
of Winnipeg were confronted with 
these difficulties when this city came to 
‘a size that demanded good thorough- 
fares. 

Experiments carried on by the High- 
ways Department of Winnipeg have 


‘yeduced the case of streets in this city 


to one of asphalt or something of as- 
phalt nature. Macadam streeta would 
answer admirably for some sections of 
‘the city but for the fact that such stone 


-as may be had is too soft for the mak- 
ing of good macadam roads, although 


experiments are being made now with 
a combination of asphalt and mavadam 
which is expected to produce good 
street surfaces where the traffie is not 
too heavy. - 


Realizing, in due season, the tusk 





LARGEST PULLIC PARK 


they had set themselves—or which 
others had set for them—of furnishing 
a city of considerable size with suitable 
streets, the people of Winnipeg decided 
to take the city’s street construction 


.into their own bands and set up a 


municipal asphalt plant. This plant is 
supplemented by a quarry. owned by 
the city and located about twelve miles 
out, Crushed stone for the econereto 
base of asphalt pavemeuts is had from 
this quarry, all other material is sup- 
plied ‘by the city, and the lahor is done 
by the civie employees, This method 
has been found to work out to the end 
of excellent street pavements at-a cost 
of $2.85 per square yard for heavy 
asphalt four and one-half inches in 
depth, with a conerete base nine inches 
thiek, lighter grades of asphalt pave- 
ment being laid for as low a cost os 
$2.50 per. square yard, These pave- 
ments are bordered by concrete or 
stone eurbs and granolithie walks, also |. 


oy EEN MEY TG CA XE, 
with other public improvement costs 
to abutting owners, Drainage is oa 
plicd by the nsual sewer system 
emptying into one of the two wie, 
the Red and the Assinniboine, that flow 
throngh the city, 
Winnipeg has more than 70 miles of 
asphalt atrects, several of them 133 feet 
wide, The men who laid out the city 
made a good start in respect to wide 
thoronghtfares, and laid down all of the 
principal streets on lines that lend dig- 
nity to the city, and make it possible 
for Winnipeg to handle 4 deal of trade 
and traffie without any sign of conges-. 
tion, All the streets where car lines 
are operating, or are likely to be Jaid 
for future use, are wide enough to ac. 
commodate donble car tracks and leave 
plenty of space for other wheeled. traf. 
fie and for pedestrians as well. _ 
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- Boulevards and Parks 

To make the city streets beautiful as 
Well as practical the Winnipeg Parks 
Board has laid out a eomprebensive 


system of boulevards along thé streety - 


where boulevards ara desirable, and 
already has over a hundred milog of 
boulevarded Streets, ‘The boulevards 
are kept in good sod, are planted with; 
trees and shrubs, and are well cared 
for by the Parks Board employes, 

Lhe eity park system that has been 
developed in the course of Winnipeg’s 
growth from a village to o city of cid 
200,000 People is one of the instanees in 
whieh Winnipeg’ has taken advantage 
of the errors into which many older 
eitics have fallen. The Winnipeg park - 
system containg 524 acres, chiefly in 
small parks scattered about the eit 
where the People have easy access ns 
oo ao a able to use these spaces 

' rest and reereati it i 
ie ee Qa eation manent going 








Of Winnipeg’s 29 parks, 24 are of the 
small and close-to-home type which 
the Parks Board wisely bought and re- 
served for park purposes before the 
price soared to the unattainable, and 
before buildings had been erected upon 
the land. By so doing the Parks 


Board seeured for the people of Win- 


nipeg for all time a series of breathing 
places at moderate cost, the tota] in-- 
vestment, thus far, being no more than . 
$1,250,000. All these parks are well 
planted and delightfully shady and 
coo) in summer. So far from being the 
treeless plain that the word ‘‘prairie” 
presents to the mind, much of Mani- 
toba is well wooded. Especially along 
the river banks trees grow in number, 
variety and with a luxuriance of foli- 
age most surprising to those who see 
the Manitoba forest tree for the first 
time in its summer garb, Trans- 
planted trees grow with great vigor in 


‘the rich soil, and hardy shrubs do 


equally well, so that it has been a com- 
paratively easy task for the men in 
eharge of parks and boulevards in 
Winnipeg to produce good landscape 
effects and an abundance of coo) shade 
for summer rest and recreation. 
-. A recent act of the Parks Board is 
the purchase of twenty acres of land 
for a public athletic field. Sports 
flourish in Winnipeg. The longest 
summer days carry fifteen hours of 
sunsitine, and many games are played 
in the evening, this being the case with 
league basebal] games, 
“The Public Water Service 
The civic mind in Winnipeg is 
strongly disposed toward municipal 
ownership, In 1899 the city took over 
the public service, buying out a private 
company that had supplied the citizens 
with water up to that time. Sinee tak- 
ing the business into its own hands the 
city has expended over $4,000,000 on 
its water system, and has seeured a 
fairly good supply of water from ar- 
tesian wells. These wells, 7 in number, 
furnish a daily flow of about 13,000,000 


gallons. ‘Lhe Water is timuse avauiter 
ly pure, and is excellent for drinking. 
but is too hard for washing purposes. 
and its use in boilers and for hot-water 
purposes of any sort produces a deposit 
of seale that ig damaging and incon- 
venient and, of course, expensive. 
Partial velief from this is had by pvi- 
vate softening plants, but the city 
water is not treated now by the soften- 
ing process, although the establishment 
of a plant for such a purpose is under 
discussion, 

Another phase of the publie water 
service under consideration is the in- 
stallation of a new system which shal 
have its souree of supply in one of the 
many lakes that lie northeast of the 
city, about sixty miles distant, or in the 
Winnipeg river, about the same dis- 
tance from the city. Primary investi- 
gation of these sources of water supply 
show both to have ample flow of water 
good for all domestie and commercial 
purposes, contained in distriets easily 
kept free from contamination and sure 
to preserve the flow of water unim- 
paired in the usual conrse of events, 
At present each family has its supply 
of soft water from a tank or cisteru in 
which rainwater is gathered from the 
roof, — 

Supplementary to the publie water 
system, and purely for fire purposes, 
the city has established a high pressure: 
plant. This plant uses water from the 
Red River, and operates under 300 
pounds pressure and through a pipe 
especially laid down for the purpose in 
the business section of the city. 

’ The Power Plant 

The biggest thing under municipal 
ownership in Winnipeg is the power 
plant. Thus far power, light and heat 
from electricity or gas has been fur- 
nished by the Winnipeg Eleetrie Strect 
Railway, a corporation which, ag its 
name implies, operates the street ears 
in and abont the city, This eorpora- 
tion has a power plant at Lae du Bon- 
net, about seventy miles from Winni- 


peg on the Winnipeg River. The com- “ont, and has done rather well in thig” 
pany operates an excellent street ear respect. Soil and topographical con. ; 


service and a system of fares by which ditions in and about Winnipeg tend to 


school children are carried for two and 


a strong grip on Winnipeg, and flooded 


senger on a four-cent fare basis, se- - the hospitals with cases that were not 


eured by buying a dollar’s worth of abnormally attended with fatal results, 
tickets. Six tickets for a quarter ap- 


proaches very near to a fonr-cent fare 
and is the ordinary way of buying car 
fares in Winnipeg, althongh the work- 
ingmen’s tickets, good at stated inter- 





A LONG LOOK ON BROADWAY, WINNIPEG . 
’ Trees grow luxuriantly in the rich prairie soll of this Canadian cit 
; aro thus made beautiful and shady, 


yals morning and evening and all day 
on Sunday, are much used. 

The field of power and light for do- 

_ mestic and commercial purposes is to 


be invaded by the city with its power | 
plant equipment. This plant is nearly — 


completed at a cost of over $4,000,000, 
and will be in service this fall. It is 
located on the Winnipeg river, 77 miles 
trom the city, and will furnish 60,000 
horsepower for use by the people’ of 
_ Winnipeg. 
The Health of Winnipeg | - 

. The public health department of 
Winnipeg has had its problem to work 


« 


but which were far too numerous to 
permit even of a fairly elcan bill of 
-health for the city. Diligent and per. 
sistent work by the city health depart. 
ment has brought about a state of 


¥, and many streets 


sewer drainage and garbage conditions 
that has practically wiped out typhoid 
from the city, and has reduced the 
death rate to 13.2 per 1,000 inhabitants, 
this being the rate for 1910. 

The Winniveg Health Department 
includes a section for the rigid inspec- 
tion of food. Application of the rules 
of this department has brought about 
the prohibition of exposure of food of 
any sort for sale in the open air. Thus 
all stocks of food, fruit or confection- 
ery must be kept inside the shops or 
covered with glass so that neither flies 
nor dust may get at- them, Milk and 


“nent are subjecte 


‘ visit da 
breed and retain disease, particularly © gre detailed to 


one-half cents a fare, working men for typhoid fever. Typhoid formerly had © 
three cents and the regulation pas- 
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THE CANADIAN PACh 
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lines, In 1871 the town had 0 
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technical education. Winnipeg — is 
building two schoolhouses. for this 
_ branch of education at a cost of $150,- 
000. 


Teachers in Winnipeg schools are re- 


quired to have normal sehool certifi. 
cates, and are started at a minimum 
salary of $550 a year—-the usual schoo} 
year of forty wecks. 
normal school is located in Winnipeg. 
- and teachers train here for the whole 
province, . 


The City’s Past and Future 


It would seem that, for a new city, 


_ Winnipeg has done rather well in mat-" 
ters of civic development along right. 


lines. All mistakes have not been 
avoided, not every right thing done, 
but the city is remarkable for cleanli- 


’ ness, for good streets, for a liberal pro- . 


vision of public parks, for good schools 
and a civic government that is so free 
from partisanship that the Mayor is 
often elected by acclamation, all oppo- 
sition, haying been withdrawn, Per- 
haps the average citizen of Winnipeg is 
something too proud of his city and the 


remarkable growth it hag made, but . 


this is at least an endurable fault and 
greatly to be preferred to apathy and 
indifference. é an 

From a business point of view, Win- 
nipeg is excellently equipped for the 
large part the city has in Canadian af- 
fairs, Of railways, wholesale houses, 
banks, stores, shops, factories, and aJl 


the paraphernalia for carrying out its 





The provincial - 


“destiny as the bigest trade center of 7 


Cauada,, Winnipeg has a plentiful sup- 


ply and one that ig keeping pace with | ° 


the growth of the Canadian West. 

A City Planning Association has re- 
cently been formed in Winnipeg under 
the auspices of the Winnipeg Develop. . 
ment and Industrial Bureau, the latter 
an organization made up of nearly 500 
business firms and organizations in the 
eity, and which has for its purpose the 


-advaneement and promotion of all 


things that make for the betterment 
and. growth of Winnipeg. The City 
Planning Association is- aa auxiliary 
organization which aims to eorrect er- 
rors of city planning that have been 
made thus far and to prevent others 
of like nature. Jt will be the work of 


‘this Association to see that slums are 


not permitted to get a footing in Win- 
nipeg; to take up the matter of loca- . 
tion of new railway lines within the 

city limits; to see that new strects are 

laid out with due regard for the future | 
growth of the city; to promote a higher 

degree of civic pride in the mdividual 

and the public officer; to see that the 

merely practical does not blot out the 

beautiful in public works; to do all 

that may be done to make Wimnipeg a 

city beautiful as well as a city of great 

and rapid commercial and industrial 

growth—matters which Nature seems 

to have taken in hand and carried for- 

ward to a point where the hand of man 

needs supervising, rather than urging, 

in its part.of the work. . 


